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War and Peace ? 


The almost insuperable difficulty 
of discovering who or what is the 
cause of war is indicated by this letter 
to The Times. It is a difficulty which, 
of course, goes much further back 
than the present tense situation in 
Vietnam, World War II, World 
War I, or Napoleon, but right back 
to which man threw the first stone, or 
swung the first upper-cut. Did that 
man have the right to clench his first 
before his opponent clenched his? 
Who was wrong? Who clenched justly 
and who unjustly ? 


The Creator has allowed one veil 
after another to fall from His 
creature, so that we are able to make 
more and more use of the mechanics 
of matter. It is no longer a matter of 
bruised knuckles and an aching jaw, 
of sabre wounds or even the death 
and mutilation of millions. War now 
faces us with the possibility of racial 
and interracial suicide and murder. 


The ethical problems of war and 
peace must be re-examined, especially 
with the current “escalation” of the 
Vietnam war, which could so easily 
force the warring parties to use the 
most powerful weapons in_ their 
arsenals, even though they embarked 
upon the conflict with every inten- 
tion of going so far and no further. 
Our concern is the stand which we as 
Christians should take. Unfortunately 
the New Testament has very little to 
say on the subject, though one is 
able to derive some principles from it 
—how these are to be applied the 
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by the Rev. John Sims, Petts 


The Times, 
Wednesday, July 21st, 1965 


PRESIDENT JOHNSON’S 
POLICIES 


Sir, Mr. Phillip Noel-Baker | 
greatly respected on both sides of th 
Atlantic, and his opinions on wo 
affairs command attention in th 
United States as well as in Britain, 

Therefore, it is the more regre 
table that he should have sought t 
attribute the responsibility for th 
war in Vietnam to President Joh 
son, and to imply, as he did in 
letter to The Times of July 19, tha 
the President’s sincerity in his state 
ments of peaceful intent is open t 
doubt. 

I agree with Mr. Noel - Bake 
that the history of the conflict i 
Vietnam is an unhappy one: I wi 
go further, and say that the Unite 
States’ handling of the matter unt 
recently has been at best ham fisted 
This does not alter the fact that the 
conflict is now an open confronta 
tion between Communism  ané 
Democracy. If the United States 
withdrew now, it would be a majo 
victory for the Communist world 
and encourage China, and possibly 
the Soviet Union, to believe tha 
they can dominate the Far East 
without fear of embroiling us all i 
a third World War. 

Because many people believed 
that the Treaty of Versailles was 
harsh and unjust, there was reluct- 
ance to take a firm stand against 
Nazi Germany between 1937 and 
1939. This attitude contributed to 
the conditions which made the 
Second World War inevitable. The 
Vietnamese affair may be sordid in 
many ways, but that should not pre- 
vent us from supporting the stand 
taken by President Johnson. 


Yours, &c., 
Perer BesseLu 
House of Commons July 19 
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stian must discover for himself 
ae light of changing circum- 
kes. 


1e moral problem of causing mil- 
of men to be killed in the name 
stice and the restoration of peace 
t different from what it was in the 
Testament times or in the time of 
s. The difference is the might of 
ern weapons—weapons which by 
“very nature caanot be used with 
h discrimination, unleashing hor- 
on the just and the unjust alike. 
und Bainton in his book “Christ- 
Attitudes Toward War and 
se’, defines the Christian attitudes 
aree : pacifism, the just war, and 
crusade. The emerging church of 
New Testament era was pacifist 
| the time of the Emperor Con- 
itine. Then, as a result of the close 
rch-state relationship, Christians 
he fourth and fifth centuries took 
r from the classical world the doc- 
e of the just war, whose aim was 
aphold justice and restore peace. 
2 just war had to be fought under 
authority of the state and must 
erve a code of good faith and 
nanity, the Christian motivation 
ag the God-created loving concern 
man. 


uuther accepted the view that the 
ect of the just war is peace, but 
ut war was to be only a last resort. 
e function of war for Luther was 
marily the defence of territory in 
: medieval sense. On this ground 
came at length to condone resist- 
ce to the Turk as an invader. He 
o argued that a private citizen 
ght refuse to serve in a war if he 
ew the cause to be unjust and 
posed to the Gospel. 


Though war in itself may be evil, 
- the view which condemns it un- 
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conditionally is one-sided. To base 
this view on the words of Christ in the 
sermon on the mount (Matt. 5, 39-44) 
is to misinterpret the passage. It is 
true that in the kingdom of heaven 
there will be no place for war, and 
that the development of the work of 
salvation among men points directly 
to the abolition of war. The Christian 
must bear with patience present evils. 
It is interesting to note that John the 
Baptist did not ask the soldiers to 
abandon their profession (Lk 3, 14), 
nor did Christ ask such a think of the 
centurion of Capernaum. God _ has 
given the sword to the powers that be 
that they may punish evil-doers and 
maintain law and order, and that in- 
cludes defending our shores from 
wrongful invasion, or the imposing of 
another political ideology by force. 
Unnecessary war is a sin; necessary 
war is a duty. The problem for the 
average citizen is how to know 
whether or not a certain war in which 
he is called to take part in is a just or 
an unjust war. This problem is partic- 
ularly acute when there is a power 
feeding its people with information 
which it considers is good for it. How 
can you possibly know the true situa- 
tion? Here one can only obey the 
Government, and any lack of justice 
is on its head. 


At the present time, with the Viet- 
nam war moving into ever new and 
more serious phases, what should be 
the Christian stance ? Can a just peace 
be restored in this area and other 
areas by peace-minded non-pacifists, 
who do not renounce war absolutely, 
but who oppose war in our atomic 
era on the grounds of the humanitar- 
ian and the pragmatic? What a big 
question each one of us as a Christian 
has to face ! God grant there be peace 
in our time and in our children’s time. 


THREE 


SYNOD SERMONS III 


Giving Ourselves for Christ 


(2 Cor. 8, 1-15) 


Synopsis of the sermon delivered by the Rev. Roger Winger 


of Coventry at the 1965 Synod 


“T speak this to prove the sincerity 
of your love”. Thus wrote the Apostle 
Paul to the Christians of Corinth, en- 
couraging them to finish the collec- 
tion which they had started for their 
needy brethren in Jerusalem. While 
he says that he cannot and does not 
command them to contribute, he 
challenges them to prove the sincerity 
of their love by their gifts. How sin- 
cere is our love? Do we feel respons- 
ible for the spread of the Gospel, for 
the work of the Church? A positive 
answer to such questions is possible 
only if we really appreciate that 
Gospel. 

The climax and keystone of Paul’s 
appeal to the Corinthians is “You 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that, though He was rich, yet 
for your sakes He became poor, that 
ye through His poverty might be 
rich.” (v.9) Even though the readers 
of his Epistle were perfectly aware of 
the Gospel message, yet St. Paul called 
their attention to it again. Christians 
need continually to be reminded of 
that Gospel which they already know 
and believe, It is a message which 
does not lose its lustre by repetition. 
Rather, the oftener one hears it, the 
more one loves and appreciates it. 

Our Lord’s poverty was not merely 
His lack of worldly goods, for He 
gave up the riches of heaven, the 
glory of the Godhead, the praise of 


men, and the exercise of His divine 
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“ Responsibility to the Gosp 


power. Willingly He stripped Hi 
of all that to become the Son of 
to be born of a Virgin, to suffer ri 
cule at the hands of His own count 
men, and to be beaten, cursed, a 
held up to the scorn of the world 
He was put to death on a cross. A 
all this “that ye through His pove 
might be rich” as heirs of heaven. T 
is what makes the Gospel so precia 


Now, precisely because you ane 
have received this Gospel, we have 
responsibility to bring it to ot 
Paul could say that he was “a deb 
both to the Greeks, and to the Barb 
ians; both to the wise and to the 1 
wise.” (Rom. 1:14) What misera 
misers we would be were we to ke 
this precious gift for ourselves! WI 
a loveless faith we would have, we 
we not to share it with those for who 
it is also the only way of salvation! 
deep appreciation of that Gospel he 
tage will move us not to leave ff 
work or evangelism or its support | 
others or to other churches, but | 
dedicate ourselves to it. We will | 
moved to say, “I have received % 
this; I must do something about tt 


Paul tells us in our text a remar 
able story of the generosity of 
Christians in Macedonia. They h 
undergone “a great trial of affictior 
and were in the “depths of pove 
(v.2) Evidently the whole of that pa 
of Greece had undergone a period. 
poverty and deep distress. But whi 
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‘Macedonian Christians heard that 
' was organizing a collection for 
relief of suffering Christians in 
sa, they insisted on contributing 
rds it. In a time of poverty which 
Id probably have knocked the 
9s from under you and me, they 
ted to give, literally begging Paul 
ake their offerings. 


That impressed the Apostle most 
that they offered not mererly 
't little money they could scrape 
ether, but “‘they gave their 

selves”. Responsible Christian 
ardship can never involve just 
iey. It must include the whole 
‘on, his will, his time, his talents, 
ell as his treasure. It is tragic when 
a think, as they so often do, that 
r gifts of money, large or small, 
| their responsibility to the 
pel. Seldom, however, is the 
osite true. For the man who has 
ledicated his life to Christ that he 
ages himself deeply into the work 
the Kingdom nearly always is 
erous in his contributions, When 
1 give themselves, their money is 
mn too. Thus, the first lesson that 
be learned from the Macedonian 
evers is that our responsibility to 
Gospel involves nothing less than 
) total dedication of ourselves to the 
+d and His Church. 


\nother thing to note in the story 
iMacedonian giving is their joy and 
ingness in doing it. They didn’t 
't to be asked: they took the 
jative and begged Paul to be 
wwed to give. Nor did they offer 
uses, though they could have 
nd many, but considered it a desir- 
e privilege to help the needy 
jeans. These things are written 
examples for us, which we should 
‘e. The man who scowls every time 
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the offering basket is passed is not 
a man after God’s heart, for “God 
loveth a cheerful giver’. (2 Cor. 9 :7) 


The growth of our church, the need 
for the Gospel in this land, and our 
love for the Gospel itself should chal- 
lenge us as a church and as indi- 
viduals to responsible stewardship. 
With grateful hearts we have been 
rising bit by bit to the challenge 
Christ has set before us. But we still 
have a long way to go, For many 
years now we have relied upon help, 
both spiritual and financial, from our 
brethren overseas. Of this fact we 
were reminded when this Synod 
passed resolutions of thanks to our 
sister churches in America, Canada 
and Australia. When we stop to think 
that help from churches overseas has 
been forthcoming for the past ten 
years and will continue, God willing, 
for at least another twelve, we realize 
how great our debt of thanks ought 
to be. That fact alone ought to make 
us set about with fresh vigour the 
task of becoming self-supporting by 
1977. 


But what is our little toward so 
much? we may well be tempted to 
ask. God doesn’t look at it that way. 
The Apostle says, “Provided there is 
an eager desire to give, God accepts 
what a man has; He does not ask for 
what he has not”. (v.12 NEB) With 
responsible reaction to the Gospel, 
the Church can meet the challenge set 
before her. Her people will give 
generously of their all, with no need 
to resort to false methods of steward- 
ship, to jumble sales or whist drives, 
or what have you. God’s people who 
love the Gospel feel responsible for its 
spread and want to prove the sin- 
cerity of their love. “It may be pos- 
sible to give without loving, but it is 
impossible to love without giving”’. 


FIVE 


The final part, slightly condensed, of the essay prepared by two ELCE laymen, Al 
Flemming and Charles Fry, and read by Mr. Flemming to the 1965 Synod at Boreham W 


on 8 May 1965. 


Responsibility to the Gospel 


The preaching of the Word. Do we 
feel a responsibility toward our 
Pastors? We assuredly should. Don’t 
let Satan persuade you that it is the 
Pastor’s job to do this, that and the 
other and if something does not turn 
out right it must be his fault. Our 
pastor, your pastor is a special target 
for Satan. Why, if Satan could come 
between the congregation and _ its 
Pastor what a masterly stroke that 
would be, And he tries hard. How 
often has he not divided congregations 
on relatively unimportant issues and 
by doing so has held up the work of 
the Lord. Our responsibility here in- 
cludes frequent prayer for the shep- 
herds of our flocks in this land, to help 
them to the best of our ability in the 
work to be done in the congregation. 
We help also by attending congrega- 
tional meetings of all kinds where we 
discharge another responsibility to the 
Gospel. Here we discuss the business, 
the plans of our church, the activities 
for young and old. Many opportuni- 
ties for service are offered here. Do 
we try and shirk some or all of them? 
Don’t listen to the deceiver’s voice 
which tells you that you are not cut 
out for this and that, or that you 
haven’t got the time. Remember in 
all these situations that all you have 
and are is from God and He has made 
you a responsible person. 


In the congregation we have a 
corporate responsibility in the procla- 
mation of the Gospel. We do things 
together, in unity of purpose, namely 
to build the kingdom of God in the 
hearts of men, women and children. 


SIX 


From our pulpits the Law and 
pure Gospel based on Scripture o 
must be proclaimed, 


There are many forces at wi 
directed by Satan which pretend 
improve the Christian churches 
broadening their outlook, chang 
their Scriptural attitudes, play 
down important differences, and s 
gesting finally that provided 
believes in a God, all is well. 
matters of belief the Bible is refre 
ingly clear and Jesus was never é 
biguous concerning His person 4 
purpose. We would be pitiable foo 
we threw away our beliefs which h 
sustained the church since apost 
times. 


This is our greatest responsibil 
faithfulness to the Gospel, to the Bi 
as it stands. Erode this faith and 
are left a prey to doubt, speculati 
and despair. 


People hanker after change for t 
sake of change. For generations t 
staple diet of man in Western Euro 
has been based on meat, a range 
green vegetables, potatoes and flo 
from grain. Nobody is suggesting thi 
it is about time we have a chan 
from these basic foods for the go 
reason that there are no better on 
available. On the spiritual plane 
same holds good. The substitu 
offered in place of Holy Scriptul 
just do not stand the test. We wou 
exchange certainty for doubt, # 
strength and presence of God for # 
fickleness of fate and chance. Wh 
the soul needed two thousand yea 
ago it needs today also. Let us mt 
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et the words of Jesus addressed 
the religious leaders of His time : 
Itthew 21 v. 42 and 43. 


' “Jesus said to them, “Have you 
ever read in the scriptures ; “The 
ery stone which the builders re- 
ected has become the head of the 
orner; this was the Lord’s doing, 
‘nd it is marvellous in our eyes’? 


“Therefore I tell you, the king- 
om of God will be taken away 
‘om you and given to a nation 
vroducing the fruits of it”, 


vet us be advised by St. Paul in his 
xr to the Philippines 4 v. 9 


“What you have learned and 
sceived and heard and seen in me, 
0; and the God of peace will be 
‘ith you”. 


Ve are assailed from all sides to 
ken in our faith, to throw away 

great realities of God. Let 
1old fast to them and rather suffer 
ridicule and persecution of the 
Id than to exchange them for the 
ely speculative opinions and 
ories of man. 


‘here is no shortage of erudite men 
women who try to undermine the 
adations of our faith. They cast 
bt on the divinity of Christ, the 
‘in birth, the resurrection. Friends, 
fast because instead of the bread 
he Gospel the world offers us the 
1es of contention and destruction. 


t grieves the Christian mind when 
Word of God is profaned, brought 
» doubt and the very reality of God 
tioned by theologians and preach- 
from apparently Christian pulpits. 
ere is the widespread fallacy of 
epting scientific theory as fact and 
school-going population is espec- 
y vulnerable to this influence. We 
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must stand up, not to defend the 
teachings of Jesus Christ, but to pro- 
claim them. Our own faith in the God 
of the Gospel often compares poorly 
with the blind faith many educated 
people place in scientific theories. 
Look how the faith of such people 
leaps with joy if the pictures radioed 
back by a space robot shows that the 
surface on one of the planets may be 
partially covered with some minute 
vegetation, Our faith is not built on 
such flimsy speculative evidence, it is 
based on the eternal truth of God 
revealed by himself to mankind, 


God’s responsibility to man 

Has he any? ‘The long list of prom- 
ises made to man by God gives ample 
evidence of God's self-imposed re- 
sponsibility to man, Psalms 23 and 91 
are excellent examples of — these. 
Beyond this is the great faith and 
message of the New ‘Testament “God 
has made himself responsible for ws” 


It is the purpose of the Gospel to 
tell the world how God has dis- 
charged his responsibilities. John 3 v. 
16; 


“For God so loved the world that 
He gave His only Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish 
but have eternal life”. 


The word love has replaced the 
word responsibility, "To preach the 
Gospel is to preach Jesus Christ. 
Therefore we can conclude this paper 
by changing its title to “Our love for 
Jesus”. If this new title becomes the 
guide and motivating power of our 


life and work within and for the 
Church we shall indeed have dis- 
charged our responsibility to. the 
Gospel, 
AMEN 
SEVEN 


Our Churches in the News 


The South Devon Times 
Friday, July 9th, 1965 


REY. BRUER STAYS ON TO 
BUILD A CHURCH 


The Rev. Robert H. Bruer on Sunday 
became the first Lutheran minister to be 
installed in the West country. The cere- 
mony took place at the Lutheran Church 
at Larkham Lane, Plympton, and was 
conducted by the Rev. E. G. Pearce, who 
is head of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of England. 

Rev. Bruer, a Canadian, has been work- 
ing in the area as a missionary since June 
1961. Just recently, though, he declined a 
chance to take the ministry of St. Mark's 
Lutheran Church in Port Credit, Ontario, 
Canada just 90 miles from his home. 

He prefers to stay to help continue build 
the church which has grown large enough 
to appoint its own Church Council and 
to accept responsibility for Church business 
affairs 

Since the church was opened on 
December 16, 1962, the congregation, 
composed of local residents not previously 
committed to other denominations, has 
expanded with encouraging results. 

The Rev. Bruer was sent to the area by 
the. Mission Board of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of England to open a 
mission church in or near Plymouth. The 
first service was conducted in a temporary 
building in Larkham Lane. 

Services are still held in the temporary 
building but the congregation have 
decided to draw up plans to have a perma- 
nent church on a half-acre site which 
they have acquired in Larkham Lane. 


INSTALLATION AT PLYMOUTH 


The officers of the new Lutheran congregation at Ply- 
mouth, William Gapper, Denis Roden, Geoffrey Ellacott, 
and John Colling, participate in the installation of their 
on pastor, the Rev. Robert Bruer, by Dr. E. George 
earce. 


The South Devon Times 
Friday, July 16th, 1965 


DECISION 


Recently we published a picture showing 
the installation of the Rev. Robert Brit 
as Pastor of the Plympton Lutheiy 
Church. For the local Lutheran cam 
munity it was a big step. It means that the 
have now reached the position where thei 
are enough of them to be able to prayer 
fully call upon a Pastor to come to che 
community and to be able to support ther 
church in its financial matters. 

They chose the Rev. Bruer, who H® 
previously been in the status of missionap 
in the area. But for the Rev. Bruer® 
accept was no easy matter. 

He is a Canadian, and three days 8 
fore the meeting of the Plympton cong 
gation which unanimously called him & 
serve as their Pastor he had received 
similar call from Port Credit, Ontario. 

The Rev. Bruer has not been to fi 
native country for five years. The str 
he felt as great, but he made his decision 
after prayer and consultation. It is, as We 
now know, to stay in Plympton, and 
this active band of Lutherans will retail 
the popular Pastor in the West Count 


Western Evening Herald, 
Thursday, July 15th, 1965 


SCHOOL HOLIDAY 
RECREATION 


Plympton provision 


The Evangelical Lutheran Church © 
England has planned another Holidal 
Bible School, to be held at the Missioy 
Church, Larkham Lane, Plympton, foi 
9 a.m. to noon from August 9 to 13. 

This year’s venture offers to all childi® 
organised recreation and handicraft a 
religious instruction under the care ay 
guidance of women members of the congit 
gation. 

Twelve Plympton young people plant 
attend the Holiday Bible Camp # 
Hothorpe Hall, Leicestershire, during 
week August 29 to September 4. 
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JTING BUS HITS BRIDGE 
—5 HURT 


Sunday Express Reporter 


e roof of a double-decker bus taking 
cen on an outing to Irvine, Ayrshire, 
yartly ripped off and several people 
injured when it crashed into a bridge 
> centre of the town yesterday. 

e children’s laughter turned to cries 
arm as the collision came, and Mary 
m (12), of Falkland Place, East Kil- 
, was trapped by her wrist. She was 
by helpers who boarded the bus, and 
s found that her wrist was broken. 


Sunday School 


rs. M. Hall of Drysburgh Hill, East 
ide, had her nose broken. Three 
~ passengers, suffering from cuts and 
es, were also taken to Kilmarnock 
mary, but later all were able to rejoin 
suting at Irvine. 

1e party were members of East Kil- 
» Lutheran Sunday School. 

st night there were angry protests 
t the “black spot” at the bridge. 

r. Len Gilligan, at the Winton Arms 
ic house, told me: “Something must 
one. At least seven buses and a num- 
of lorries during the past four years 
struck the underside of the bridge 
g to go through. 


Wales Echo, 
lay, July 19, 1965 


FOOD FOR THOUGHT 


church which is one of the most 
esting — even exciting — architectur- 
in Wales celebrated its fourth anni- 
ary yesterday. 

’s the Lutheran Church in Fairwater, 
iff, where the occasion was marked 
he unveiling of a painting by Charles 
te which is to hang in the building. 
‘he choice of subject is as unusual as the 
iding itself, for the painting is a still 
called Food and Drink. 

ome might not see any religious signifi- 
te in it, but Pastor Ronald Feuerhahn 
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Our Charches inthe News 


‘ 


disagrees. ‘““This reminds us that God is the 
creator and provider of all things,” he says. 

Mr. Charles White, head of the art 
department at Atlantic College, St. 
Donat’s, believes that architecturally the 
church is “easily the best in South Wales 
and possibly one of the finest of its size in 
Britain”. 

The painting was unveiled by Dr, E, 
George Pearce, president of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church of England, and 
was commissioned by the previous pastor, 
the Rev. Marvin Brammeier. 

It’s good to see a church patronising the 
arts—and doing so in an intelligent way, 
realising that a painting of religious 
meaning doesn’t have to be thick with 
halos, 


TWO ORDINATIONS 


Herman Lothar Thoelke was ordained 
into the office of the ministry at his home 
congregation, Luther - Tyndale Memorial 
Church, Kentish Town, N.W.5, on Sunday, 
20 June, by the Rev. Floyd Bosch, The 
ordination sermon was preached by the 
Rev. Norman Heintz of Cambridge, former 
Luther-Tyndale pastor. Five other ELCE 
pastors assisted in the rite. 

Pastor Thoelke took his primary and 
secondary education in North London 
schools, earned a B.A. degree at London 
University, and studied at the theological 
high school at Oberursel near Frankfurt 
before completing the full theological 
course at Concordia Seminary, St, Louis, 
Missouri, from which he was graduated in 
June 1965. He received his first call to 
2600-member St. John Lutheran Church 
in Chicago, Illinois, where he will be in- 
stalled on 12 September. The ordination 
in his home congregation in London was 
authorized by the President of the North- 
ern Illinois District of the Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod. 

Another ordination will take place on 
Sunday, 5 September, at Christ Lutheran 
Church, Petts Wood, when Mr, J. L. B. 
Cremer will be commissioned as ELCE 
minister in the new mission at Gateacre, 
Liverpool. 


NINE 


By Prof. Walter E, Buszin STM, MusD, Concordia Seminary, St, Louis Mo., 


OUR 
LUTHERAN 
WORSHIP 


The Office of the Word 


A climatic part of the Lutheran Liturgy 
follows the Gloria in Excelsts. Because it 
includes the Scripture Readings and the 
Sermon, it is known as “the Office of the 
Word”. The relationship of this part 
of the liturgy to what precedes has been 
stated as follows: “In this part we have, 
through the administration of the Divine 
Word, the actual bestowal of the grace 
which, in the first part, has been announced 
in the Introit, invoked in the Kyrie, and 
celebrated in the Gloria in Excelsis.” 


The Salutation and its response 


The Office of the Word begins with the 
Salutation “The Lord be with you” and 
its Response “And with thy spirit’’. 

The Salutation may be traced to Ruth 
2:4, where Boaz greeted the reapers on his 
field with the words: “The Lord be with 
you”. It is possible that Boaz thereby used 
a greeting of his day, just as we greet 
people with “Good morning” and “Good 
evening’’. Using Boaz’s greeting, St. Paul 
said, ‘““The Lord be with you all” in the 
closing verses of his Second Epistle to the 
Thessalonians. 

The reply “And with thy spirit” has its 
source in 2 Tim. 4:22, where St. Paul 
says: “The Lord Jesus Christ be with thy 
spirit. Grace be with you. Amen.” As we 
do repeatedly in our worship, we here link 
up the New Testament with the Old. Each 
is dependent upon the other for its full 
meaning. 


The Pastor’s use of the Salutation 


The closely knit Satultation and its Re- 
sponse gives expression to the beautiful 
relationship which exists between minister 

and people, between shepherd and flock. 
~ “The Lord be with you” indicates that the 
pastor is deeply concerned about the mem- 
bers of his parish. Knowing that we cannot 
of our own reason and strength believe in 
Jesus Christ or come to Him, he says in 
effect : “The Lord be with you throughout 
this Office of the Word. The Lord grant 
that you listen intenly and devoutly to the 
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Epistle, to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, ; 
to the Sermon of the day.” { 

The pastor repeats these words la 
shortly before we receive Holy 
munion, and thus prays that God be ¥ 
us, not against us, as He must be agz 
the unworthy communicant. The pa 
speaks these words again after Holy 
munion has been received, and asks 
God be with us as we leave the ch 
service to go to our homes and, on the 
lowing days, to our work. 


The Congregation’s response 

The Christian congregation, in tur 
concerned about its pastor. In replyin 
his Salutation, the congregation 
“God be with your spirit; may He g 
that you read and preach the Word 
only with your lips, but also with } 
heart and with inward, spiritual ¢ 
tion”. 


Repeated before and after the 
Communion 


Later, before receiving the Holy Sz 
ment, the congregation repeats “And > 
thy spirit” and thereby expresses the 
and desire that its pastor truly belt 
that the consecrated bread and wi 
also the true body and blood of our 
and that together with them he gi 
us forgiveness of sins, life, and salva 
After Holy Communion, when, for 
third time the people respond to 
pastor’s salutation, saying “And wit 
spirit,” they pray that their pastor, W 
discharging his daily duties as their pas 
do so not only dutifully but also wi 
spirit of consecration. 


Both are meaningful 

The Salutation and its Response are 
to be spoken thoughtlessly. They are 
meaningful and sacred for careless 1 
Some say that our liturgy is not mean 
ful. That the fault lies not with the litt 
itself, but with us and our sinful flesh, | 
be seen from the indifference with 
we so often speak very simple and yet 
meaty expressions like the Salutation 
its Response. 
Both warn against mere outward fe 
alism and ceremonialism; in_ both 
express the desire that all, pastors 
people, dedicate themselves wholly to 
God whom we worship in thought, ¥ 
and deed. 


BRITISH LUTH 


MUSIC COMMITTEE REPORTS ON 


VARIETY IN WORSHIP 


nen you confessed your faith in the words of the Creed last Sunday, how carefully 
‘ou think of what you were saying? 


‘e Apostles’ Creed is said regularly by our congregations and missions when there is 
1 Service of Holy Communion. Its three articles contain a summary of our beliefs 
zeachings about the Triune God, about man’s relationship to Him, and all that He 
sone and continues to do for us and through us as members of His Church. 


— 


is important that we do not allow our Creeds to become for us little more than a 

automatic repetition of words. Variety, through the use of the Athanasian creed 
rinity Sunday and the Nicene creed in the Order of the Holy Communion, can help 
avoid this danger. 


vere is a form of variation open to us which is less common than the use of the three 
-ent creeds. |t is in the singing of the creeds in hymn form. Take a look at hymns 251 
3 in the blue Lutheran Hymnal (hymns 393 and 394 in the black Evangelical Lutheran 
inbook) and see the possibilities among the metrical creeds. It will be found wise to 
tice the hymn before hand so as to avoid being so preoccupied with the tune as to 
the words (the two tunes for hymn 251 definitely require a congregational practice 
re they are used in a Service). 


iging the creed four times during the year will create the advantage of variation from 
normal pattern of worship, although some congregations may well find that people 
want to use the sung creed more often than that. Singing is frequently linked in 
sle’s thoughts with joy, and therefore the very act of singing should remind us that 
creed is something joyful. Being reminded that God and His acts of creation, redemp- 
and sanctification are truly worthwhile subjects about which to burst into song, we 
be helped to gain a deeper understanding of the words. 


) come, let us sing unto the Lord: let us make a joyful noise unto the Rock of our 
ition”. 


CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 


(For six months February-July) 


Loans Donations Total Withdrawals 

KENTISH TOWN £636 £463 £1099 £5082 
TOTTENHAM 441 47 488 863 
RUISLIP 565 16 581 814 
SUNDERLAND 239 7 246 86 
PETTS WOOD 361 0 361 249 
BOREHAM WOOD 282 15 297 116 
CARDIFF 86 2 38 20 
CAMBRIDGE 3 0 3 88 
HARLOW 89 2 91 8 
PLYMOUTH 91 0 91 17 
EAST KILBRIDE 145 0 145 509 
COVENTRY 64 1 65 60 
POLISH LUTHERANS 463 0 463 0 
OTHERS 1038 328 1366 0 

Grand Total £4453 £881 £5334 £7912 
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Telephone: ELStree 3308 
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Sunday Service: 6.30 

The Rev. V. H. Hennig 
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Telephone: Harlow 23870 


Cambridge 
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DIRECTORY 


Sunderland 
ST. TIMOTHYS 


Queen Alexandra Road, Sunderland 
Sunday Service: 6.30 

The Rev. R. Suckow 

6 Nursery Close, Sunderland, 


Co. Durham 
Telephone: Sunderland 67405 


Plymouth 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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Plympton, Plymouth 
Sunday Service: 6.30 
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Glasgow (Scotland) 


LUTHERAN MISSION 


Westwood Hill, Westwood, 
East Kilbride, Glasgow 
Telephone: East Kilbride 26229 
Sunday Service: 6.30 


The Rev. Warren Fanning 

22 New Plymouth, Westwood, 
East Kilbride, Glasgow 
Telephone: East Kilbride 23950 


CENTRAL OFFICES 


Concordia House, 
117/123 Golden Lane, 
London E.C.1 


Telegrams and Cables: P 
LUTHERAN, London, 


The Rev. E. Geo. Pearce 
Avalon, 21 Mayfield Ro 
Telephone ;_ Weybridge 46 
Office : CLErkenwell 8884 


THEOLOGICAL 
TRAINING CENTRE 
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